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Fire-Fight 


Chapter 4. Redcoat Hero 


AT MINDEN, ON ist AUGUST 1759, AS Te THE 
BRITISH REGIMENTS MARCHED STEADFASTLY 
AGAINST THE FRENCH CAVALRY, THEY 
SNATCHED UP ROSES FROM THE WILD 
BRIARS AND BEDECKED THEIR UNIFORMS 
To THE AMUSEMENT OF THE ENEMY. 

zz FFP “ye = 





BUT THOSE ROSE-DECORATED INFANTRYMEN 
BLASTED THE SCOFFING FRENCH CAVALRY 

MOFF THE FIELD OF MINDEN WITH THEIR 
DELIBERATE, ACCURATE MUSKET-FIRE.. . 


ON MINDEN DAY EVER SINCE. AN OFFICER 
OF THE LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS, THE OLD 

20TH FOOT, WHO HAS NOT ALREADY DONE 
SO, MUST STAND AND EA7 A ROSE / 





Fire-Fight 5 


WITH THE LENSTER RANGERS, IT WAS THE BATTERED SILVER SNUFF-BOX OF 
MULVANY'S SNUI OX! COLONEL BARTHOLOMEW MULVANY. 
a THE DATE- 22no DECEMBER. 1813. THE 
PLACE-FORT ERIE, CANADA. THE WAR- 
ASAINST THE AMERICAN INVADERS OF 
BRITAIN'S NORTHERN EMPIRE.. 





F MAJOR PHILPOTTS / 
iT 1S TIME YOUR 

=~. COMPANY MARCHED! /§ 

= TAKE A PINCH WITH 


——— 


READY ~—AND ! 
SHALL BE 

= HONOURED TO 

TAKE SNUFF 


FORT GEORGE, TWENTY MILES AWAY, WAS 
BESIEGED BY THE AMERICANS AND THEIR 
INDIAN ALLIES. THE RANGERS WERE 


MULVANY HAD INSISTED ON HIS DINNER 
BEFORE LEAVING 
= ——_ SS 


§ SAME LUCK 
GO WITH / 





6 Fire-Fight 
SOON; ONLY MULVANY AND HiS ADJUTANT, CAPTAIN JULES FRENCH, WERE 
‘AT THE TABLE. THE COLONEL ROSE AND BUCKLED ON HIS SWORD BELT... 
Sy if-s:: i i wie | r erat E 





ee See 
f : >" WHEN THE RANGERS 

fs imal zo . MARCH-1 MARCH’ PRENDERGAST, 
YOU HAVE NOT is ae ~, HERE, HAS FROST-BITE, SO! LEAD 
BEEN IN GOOD > y=. " \_THE GRENADIER COMPANY. 
HEALTH / MUST > ~~ = 
YOU GO ON THIS : 
EXPEDITION 2... 


AT 


THE PINE WOODS WERE WHITE WITH 
THE WINTER SNOWS, THE TREES 
STANDING LIKE GAUNT SENTINELS 
BEHIND THEM, OTHER SENTINELS 
SKULKED— THE INDIAN ALLIES OF THE Vt 


AMERICANS. —sF 
KEEP TOGETHER, « 
: MEN’ YOU KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENS TO 
KIND OF COUNTRY / 
“See did 
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THE AMERICANS, ATTACKING ACROSS LAKE ERIE, HAD 
RINGED THE STOCKADED FORT GEORGE. A GUN FROM 
THEIR SHIP HAD BEEN DRAGGED ACROSS THE SNOW 
TO POUND THE LOGGED DEFENCES. 








“ VARMINTS 
1, HAVE IT, BOYS 
FIRE 7 





“PUT A GOOD FOOT 
FORWARD, THEN.” WE \8" | 
\ WILL THROW THESE 
Gy INTERLOPERS BACK 
_INTO THE LAKE / 


yp 





8 Fire-Fight 








THE ENEMY HAD BEEN THE FIRST TO GIVE. AS MULVANY AND HIS TROOPS 
FOLLOWED UP, THE GUNNERS LOADED GRAPE, THAT DEVASTATING CHARGE OF 
ISMALL SHOT, AND TURNED THE MUZZLES ON THE ADVANCING BRITISH... 





Fire-Fight g 
jar {aT POINT-BLANK RANGE, THE GUN Pe ilk 
BLASTED GRAPE-SHOT IN A f Vy 
|SPREADING ARC_OF DESTRUCTION, 
\SCYTHING THE BRITISH DOWN. 


PPE ge 



















/ LOAD HER 2 
27 UP AGAIN, MEN \ 

WE'LL SHOW THEM 
\ _REDCOATS | fas 














THE FRONT RANK WAS DECIMATED.! 
ARTILLERY, EVEN MUZZLE-LOADERS, 
COULD DOMINATE A BATTLEFIELD | 
IN A WAR LIKE THIS. MULVANY, 
with A PIECE OF GRAPE IN HIS 
SHOULDER, TRIED TO RALLY THEN... 





10 Fire-Fight 
THE COLONEL ROARED LIKE A WOUNDED 

iBULL ANO BEGAN TO RUN TOWARDS | 
LTHE GUN. j Sree a 





















/” GWE ME ot fe! Nene ta 

(COVER! I'LL SPIKE \E 4 

THE BENIGHTEO }> ; 

THING MYSELF, | 
EGAD/ | 


[MULVANY CHARGED UPTO THE GUN AND] = Soe 
SLASHED AT THE GUNNER AS HE WAS | “ 
ABOUT TO APPLY THE GLOWING FUSE | ‘ 
{TO THE TOUCH-HOLE.... f—— —— 


/ CURSED 
YANKEES “ 


5 


Fire-Fight 
HE LAID ABOUT HIM WITH HIS SWORD EVEN AS THE BALLS FROM THE 


MUSKETS SLUGGED INTO HIM. [° 
















7 


Cs HE'S A 
‘ MADMAN.’ KILL 
HIM./_ KILL THE 
- REDOCOAT/ 7 


BY ats 
eo 


23 eA 


WITH THE GUN OVERPOWERED IT BECAME AN INFANTRY BATTLE AGAIN. THE 
OTHER COMPANIES HAD ARRIVED ON THE FLANKS AND THE BESIEGED 
DEFENOERS OF FORT GEORGE KE OUT TO JOIN IN THE FIGHT. 











‘ire-Fight 


FORT GEORGE HAD BEEN RELIEVED BY THE UY 
LENSTER RANGERS - BUT AT A COST ONLY | wf 
THEY COULD KNOW. FOR THEIR BELOVED 
COLONEL LAY DYING NEAR THE GUN HE 

E-HANDED, PUT OUT OF ACTION. ! 


— 
COLONEL / THE 
/ FORT HAS BEEN \} 
— / RELIEVED / WE WILL 
M\ | TAKE YOUINAND  ¢ 


Fage\ THE SURGEON 
Ry WILL — ma 


NO-IT IS TOO ve 
LATE,ME BOY/ 1 \ 


THE ADJUTANT DREW OUT MULYANY’S AND 50 DIED A MAN BRAVE ENOUGH 
TO HAVE WON THE VICTORIA CROSS. 


OLD SNUFF-BOX, THOUGH THE 

MISTINESS IN HLS EYES MADE HIM BUT THE CROSS WAS STILL FORTY- 
THREE YEARS IN THE FUTURE. YET HE 

7 WAS NOT FORGOTTEN- FOR MULVANY'S 

NAME BECAME A TRADITION iN 





/ CARRY IT FOR 
THE REGIMENT, 





Fire-Fight 13 


Chapter 2. Battle Shock 


FROM THAT DAY THE ADJUTANT OF THE LENSTER RANGERS SAFEGUAROEDS 
MULYANY'’S SNUFF-BOX, PLACING IT AT THE COLONEL’S PLACE ON THE 22NO. § 
DECEMBER EACH YEAR, ON "FORT GEORGE DAY". sage teat = 








~~ 


é “AYE, SIR JUST WHERE ae 

17'S BEEN FOR THE Past ¥& 

\( HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS 
SS 


ON THIS DAY’ MAKES YOU 4 
7 THINK, SIR A 


THIS WAS “FORT GEORGE DAY*, 
1943, AFTER DUNKIRK, THE 
RANGERS HAD REMAINED IN 
A HUTTED CAMP IN NORTHERN 
ENGLAND, TRAINING FOR THE 
SECOND FRONT. 


YES, IT MAKES 
YOU THINK, CASEY’ 
NEVER MISSED A YEAR, 
EITHER. | HOPE IT'LL 


y” AND WHY SHOULDN'T iT, ~ 
CAPTAIN 2 THE NEW COLONEL 
MAY NOT HAVE BEEN IN THE 
la RANGERS BEFORE — BUT HE 
KNOWS THE FORM. 





OF COURSE | KNOW 

ABOUT “FORT GEORGE 

DAY’. ANOTHER DIE-HARD 

| TRADITION. WE HAD ONE 
}IN MY OLD REGIMENT. 
‘DRUMMER BOY MARCHING 
ROUND ON THE MESS TABLE, 


THE PREVIOUS DAY. ‘| 5 


Fire-Fight 


BUT DONOVAN REMEMBERED THE TALK HE HAD 
HAD WITH THE NEW COLONEL, ADRIAN NEAMES, 


TZ < 
VES, SIR - 
BUT WE’VE KEPT 
IT UP IN THE 
RANGERS -EVER 
SINCE EIGHTEEN 
THIRTEEN. 


ONCE A YEAR. DARNED 
SILLY NONSENSE, /| 
CALLED IT 








[THE NEXT WORDS HAO ROCKED |~ 
(DONOVAN BACK ON HIS HEELS. _|- 


THEN ITs T'S TIME WE 
- / GAVE IT A REST: / WE'RE 
| SUPPOSED TO BE FIGHTING 
A WAR’ THERE'LL BE NO 
TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY FOR £ 
THE TROOPS. ITLL BE 
TRAINING AS USUAL ! f 


i. 


ee BUT, SiR — 
THE MEN HAVE 
«| ALWAYS HAD A BREAK 
*\ ON~ OH, VERY GOOD, 
SIR’ TRAINING 


= Si, AS USUAL / 
CB 


— 





Fire-Fight 


BUT IF THE MEN HAD BEEN DONE OUT Be 

OF THEIR CELEBRATIONS ON THE EXCUSE (2°7“queyit BE 

OF TRAINING, DONOVAN WAS DOING HIS |-/comiNG IN SOON 

ADJUTANT'S. DUTY ON THIS IMPORTANT |/ casey. SEE THE” 

DAY. HE TURNED TO THE MESS | DINNER GOES AS 

[SERGEANT ..._ Saga 7 \ WELL AS EVER. | 
“a CAN RELY ON A 


igi! THE COOK'S 
i) DONE HIMSELF 
PROUD, HE /¥, 


HAS / 
— 


INTO THE NISSEN HUT, SERVING AS 
A MESS, CAME THE OFFICERS OF 
THE ist. BATTALION, LENSTER 

RANGERS, LED BY THE ARROGANT 


NEAMES : 
als WHAT'S 


“WRONG WITH 

| THE MEN, LOWTHER 2 age 
\ THEY WERE TRAINING Jif 

\ LIKE A LOT OF OLD THEY WERE 
\LWOMEN TODAY Z A LITTLE SORE, 
eae 5 COLONEL. THEY'D 

\ EXPECTED THE 

sUSUAL DAY OFF, 
YOU SEE - 
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NEAME’S FACE DARKENED AS HIS EYE 
FELL ON THE BATTERED SNUFF-BOX. 


WHAT'S THIS 2? ¥ 
DONO 


OID, SIR. 
IT'S MULVANY’S SNUFF- 
BOX. THE CEREMONY 
1S TONIGHT. 




















Se TOR re 
| eave RESPECT, SIR. \ 
TAKE THIS AWAY / IT’S THE ADJUTANT’S \ 
THERE WILL BE NO PERSONAL DUTY TO 
SILVER ON THE TABLE \ SAFEGUARD IT. YOU'LL 
IN WARTIME. NOT IN HAVE TO GIVE {T TO 
\_MY BATTALION. HIM, SIR 7 


/ SERGEANT — 












Fire-Fight 


THEN-TO THE UTTER HORROR 

OF ALL PRESENT- THE BOX 

WENT FLYING TO THE ENO | OF 

THE HUT. 5 = 
STN. 


IT WAS A SILENT MEAL, NEAMES 
GETTING THE BRIEFEST OF 
MONOSYLLABLES IN ANSWER TO HIS 
ATTEMPTS AT CONVERSATION. NOT 

A MAN WAS SORRY WHEN IT WAS OVER. 





| NEVER 
THOUGHT I'D LIVE 

/)i TO SEE THE DAY’ 

7) WAIT “TIL THEY HEAR 


KEEP IT QUIET, 
CASEY. AFTER? 
ALL~ HE'S NOT 


SEE WHAT | 
"MEAN. NO DISCIPLINE’ 
THE BATTALION'S 
BEFUDDLED WITH THIS 
NONSENSE. STAY WHERE 
~ YOU ARE, DONOVAN / 

% SERVE THE DINNER, 
“SERGEANT / “4 


lig eg tT 


DONOVAN HAD BROUGHT THE SNUFF- 
BOX OUT OF OUNKIRK SAFELY— AND 
HE WOULD STILL SAFEGUARD ae 


ME 


ITLL BE WANTED _ 

i AGAIN — WHEN WE GET j 
A RANGER IN COMMAND 
Ve ONCE MORE. 5 





Fire-Fight 

MONTHS LATER, THE RANGERS WENT TO WAR AGAIN. THEIR BATTLEFIELD 
WAS TO BE THE NORMANDY BEACHES ‘ON D-DAY. IN HIS PACK, WITH HIS 
PERSONAL THINGS, CHARLES CCNOVAN CARRIED THE REGIMENT'S TREASURE, 


a a aes 


3 a in | jj lies 





‘COME. ALONG, BAKER ~~ foe 2 
COMPANY / GET THE LEAD 3 H 


: . [ Sas, 
9 SIR~- THIS 1S 
= raf CHARLIE COMPANY” \ 
—._. -| BAKER COMPANY 
\ EMBARKED THIRTY 
MINUTES AGO. 


DONOVAN ADMITTED TO HIMSELF THAT 


DESPITE THE COLONEL'’S UNPOPULARITY, (i f 
i 
j 
{ 


DROPS, FOLLOW 
ME, MEN.“ 





~ AS SOON 
AS THE RAMP 


HE ‘COULD 
_BE ANOTHER 
+ “MULVANY # 





Fire-Fight 


RAMPS DOWN / ACROSS 
BEACHES ALREADY 
STAINED REO, THE 
RANGERS LAUNCHED 
THEMSELVES INTO 
OCCUPIED EVROPE. 


A MORTAR BOMB BURST YARDS FROM THEY STORMED INLAND, THE COLONEL 
HIM, KICKING UP THE SAND INTO HIS STILL AT THEIR HEAD, ME 


ETING 
INCREASING RESISTANCE FROM DUG-IN| 
FENCES. RE 





Fire-Fight 


THE MEN TO THE RIGHT AND LEFT OF NEAMES 
WERE CUT DOWN BEFORE HIS EYES. IT WAS 
NOT A MIRACLE HE WAS MISSED, JUST‘THE 
TECHNICAL FAULT OF TWO MISSING BULLETS 
IN THE SPANDAU AMMO BELT. BUT THE 


NEAMES TRIEO TO STILL THE 
ee HIS THROAT AS HE 


THE DEVILS.’ THEY 
WAITED UNTIL THEY COULDN'T | 
MISS’ BUT THEY MISSED 
ME, BY HEAVENS 





Fire-Figns Zl 
THE MACHINE GUN HAD SWEPT TOTHE aaa = 


FAR WING OF ITS ARC. THERE WAS UP NOW / 


NOTHING THREATENING HIM. HE WOULO i e. FOLLOW ME / 
PROVE TO THESE RANGERS THAT THEY * 
HAD A COLONEL TO BE PROUD OF / i 








iT WAS MADNESS. THE PILL BOX HAD TO BE SILENCED BY 
OTHER MEANS.’ DONOVAN STARED AT HIS C.O. IN AMAZEMENT. 





= 







N 1% THIS IS CRAZY’ \ 
:- IT'S NOT JUST COURAGE - ) 
asy.\ 11'S SHEER LUNACY’ _/ 

3 GET DOWN, Sik / 














ExTRa) WAR PICTURE LIBRARY 


EXTRA Holiday Special: 


EXTRA! NOW ON SALE 
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THE BULLETS SMASHED INTO | 
THE COLONEL’S GUN, TEARING | 
IT FROM HIS HANDS. THEY | 

| 











SPATTERED THE GROUND AT 
HIS FEET, BURNED A VICIOUS 
WEAL ACROSS HIS RIBS. 


—s 








THE MEN WERE UNABLE TO REACH THE COLONEL (SY CoroneL \* 
UNTIL THE MORTAR COMPANY HAO SILENCED THE 37 EAMES / 
PILL BOX, DONOVAN WAS SHOCKED TO FIND NOT | cee 
ONLY A MAN WHO HAD SURVIVED ALMOST CERTAIN]. . }7 ; 
DEATH, BUT A MAN WHO SHOWED HE (a = A 1 =i 4 
EEN THROUGH FIRE. ; . y NZS As te 
St Fy a - F ; THEY couon'r & 
NOT ME 
THEY COULON'T 
KILL ME’ 












Fire-Fight 
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— — 


YES, THERE’S ™ 

(uty A BASE HOSPITAL 
8 ESTABLISHEO THERE. 
—— THEY'LL KNOW WHAT 
~ TO DO WIT HIM 


= 


THEY GOT NEAMES INTO AT s 
JEEP. THOUGH HE WAS =| / BACK TO 
QUIET NOW, DONOVAN HAD) [{ THE BEACH, | 
\1S IT, SIR 2_ 





THE C.0. SAT QUIET, ALMOST MOROSE, 

AS CASEY TRIED TO THREAD HIS WAY Z= 
BACK PAST THE HEAVY TRAFFIC a 
THAT WAS POUNDING OFF THE BEACHES.|7 


i) r y 


= aut 
PULL INTO ~~~ 
¥ THAT SIDE ROAD \, ~ 
TO THE RIGHT. WE 
Me MIGHT GET ROUND 
THAT WAY. _/ 





Fire-Fight 


THEY SWUNG RIGHT, PAST A STATIONARY TANK— | 
AND AS THEY WENT BY IT, THE TANK MOVED, 
EXPOSING TOO LATE, THE NOTICE IT HAD OBSCURED. | 








FIRE / AND THER 
JERRIES AHEAD! & 


GRAB THIS 
TOMMY GUN’ 
COLONEL, CAN 
YOU TURN THE 
JEEP WHILE WE 





Fire-Fight 25 


Ee SS 


“RX! HES GOT THE JEEP 
ROUND, GET INTO IT 


NTO THE OPPOSITE DIREC 


DONOVAN EMPTIED HIS MAGAZINE, THE TWO MEN COULD HARDLY 
YELLED TO CASEY TO MOVE INTO THE BEL THEIR EYES / 
MEE EN EVES < 
ean — ; HE'S REALLY ~~~. 
/” GOOD GRIEF’ / CRACKED UP/ HE'S 
(1 CANT HE'S { SCARED RIGHT DOWN |} 
| TAKEN A J 
POWDER 





2 Fire-Fight 


THEY WERE LEFT WIDE OPEN’ CASEY'S 
FIRST THOUGHT WAS FOR THEIR LIVES — 
BUT DONOVAN HAD ANOTHER 

RESPONS'!BILITY. f ; = 


“ COR’ WHAT DO_~ 
{ WE DO NOW, SIR? 


FIGHT OR — GIVE 
OURSELVES — 
Cy \ a 


THE SNUFF- 
Box... | CAN'T 


LOSE THE SNUFF 
ea 


THE OFFICER HASTILY PLACED THE 
SILVER BOX IN THE HOLE AND 
COVERED IT WITH A ROCK. 


DESPERATELY, CAPTAIN DONOVAN 
STARTED TO DIG INTO THE BANK OF 
THE DITCH WITH HIS BARE HANDS. 


Y~ HOLD °EM OFF 

FOR A FEW MINUTES | 
IF YOU CAN. I'VE GOT } 
TO HIDE THE BOX, _< 


—~ 


COMING 7 
CAN'T HOLD 
"EM FOR LONG, 


; SS Au 
a “IT'S THE BEST 
7) CAN DO./ CASEY, 


Sua yf FOR PETE'S SAKE 
REMEMBER THIS ROCK! fe 
ca] SQUARE, WITH A RIDGE = 

§ IN THE MIDDLE OF IT’ 





Fire-Fight zr 


[THEY CONTINUED TO FIGHT AS LONG AS 
| THEIR AMMO LASTED — UNTIL THERE 
iWAS NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO 

ema =o. 





SURRENDER. 


—_ 
ENGLANDER Bs WE'VE HAD IT NOW, 
SWINE / TAKE THEM — SIR’ ALL BECAUSE OF 
To pare reba = ™ h THAT ROTTEN 20: 

Sorat eet . r [ OURS / 








("MM TRYING TO y é 
CONCENTRATE.“ 


NEXT MOMENT, HIS CONCENTRATION Ry 
WAS VIOLENTLY BROKEN AS A SHELL | 
BURST AT THE SIDE OF THE ROAD’ SS 


28 









Fire-Fight 
THE ALLIES WERE FORCING etn een, 
INLAND FAST. THE SHELL RD 
HAD COME FROM A 


CHURCHILL TANK OF THE . LADS, EH ? GOOD 
ARMOURED SPEARHEAO. ; ~ SHOW / 
Ny we Bem é 


NOW THERE WOULD BE NO NEED TO 
REMEMBER A SMALL HOLE IN THE 
GROUND IN THE MIDDLE OF NORMANDY. 





CAN | GIVE 

YOU A LIFT? HERE, 

| SAY/ WHERE ARE 
YOU OFF TO 2 


WON'T BEA 
TICK’ I'VE GOT 
YOU 





Fire-Fight 





BACK WITH THE RANGERS, DONOVAN ALSO HAD 
ITH COLONEL NEAMES. 


WI 
THAT MAJOR FLOYD, THe SECOND- 'N- 


A _RENDEZVOUS 
‘FOUND 
COMMAND, HAD TAKEN OVER 






kw 











TO AN OUTSIDER, FLOYD'S NEXT WORDS 
WOULD NOT HAVE MADE SENSE. BUT 
THE HARD-BITTEN REGULAR HAD 
SERVED WITH THE RANGERS SINCE 
LEAVING SANDHURST YEARS BEFORE 
THE WAR. THE REGIMENT WAS His 
MOTHER AND FATHER. 


: aay tj 
“T00K-"M 7 S.) 


NOT LETTING \ 
A C.O. OF THE j 


e 


LEIS 


W772 





es 





SOME OF THIS DONOVAN UNDERSTOOD, 
BUT THERE WAS STILL ONE PROBLEM 


UT WHO'S TO 
COMMAND > HE CAN'T, 
\_ THAT'S FOR SURE / 


NOMINALLY. J'Li DO 
THE NECESSARY 
WORK. DONOVAN, 











20 Fire-Fi ght 





“YES - 1M 
GLAD WHEN HE % 
iS“ HE WANTS 
MORE AND MORE O 
HIS Sry ais 


] CATCH YOU SLACKING 
IN THE FACE OF THE 





Fire-Fight 3! 


THE COLONEL TURNED BACK INTO HIS THE ANGER BOILED IN_DONOVAN 7.5 
R SND SLAMMED THE DOOR. HE LEFT THE BUILDING... 


THAT’S THE LIMiT/ 
T MY OPS 





= . 


POSITION 1S ON THE \gip/ 

MAAS CANAL, SIR. DO lg AS WELL. \. 

YOU WISH TO_INSPECT ITLL WAKE 
THEM 2 


AS THE REGIMENT TOOK UP THE TASK OF PATROLLING THE CANAL-RIDDLEO 
FRONT, NEAMES SUODENLY INSISTED ON GOING OUT WITH DONOVAN HIMSELF... 
ae a 
t iy 


32 Df 
‘i COMPANY DID GERMANS, ALREADY PREPARING 
FOR THE ARDENNES BREAK STHROUGH - "70 THE. SOUTH, HAD SET THE WHOLE 





MOR / 
RANGE ON THE 
(AE BANK: nN THEY'VE 
BROUGHT UP 
ARTILLERY ¢ 












THE RISING DIN OF 
BATTLE HAD DROWNED 
THE COLONEL’S ORDER. 
HE RAISED HIMSELF 
EUROS: LY FROM HIS 
SEAT... 

— 


1 SAID STOP, SH 
YOU FOOL’ WHAT j 7 


ARE you TRYING ///—— 
10 DOTO ME? i "Le 
nate ioe 

— 
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> iS 


“in 
“ee 
> 







THEY FINISHER UP IN THE DITCH, THE 
WEAL acne THE ADJUTANT'S FACE 
SMARTING NO MORE THAN THE FURY 


LATER THAT DAY, WHEN THE FIGHTING 
HAD DIED DOWN 


(AN ay pt 
LLED OUT 





Fire-Fight 


f 
ve wl thi 
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AIDED BY THE WINTRY WEATHER, WHICH ¥) '_ THE VILLAGE 
REDUCED AIR RETALIATION TO A MINIMUM, fia = OF SAINT COBENZ? 
THE GERMAN FORCES PENETRATED DEEPLY § : of GIVE ORDERS FOR THE 
INTO THE AMERICAN-HELD SECTOR. SECONO BAVARIAN 
ms | REGIMENT TO TAKE 'T—, 


ENEMY ARMOUR BY-PASSED THE TOWN, LEAVING THEIR 
INFANTRY _ TO ATTACK IT. THE AMERICANS Wen 
SEALED OFF. Z 


COLONEL — 
BUT THERE’S 
GOTTA BE AN 
AIRDROP MIGHTY B 
SOON, OR WE'LL BE (and 
CHEWING OUR DARNED Z 
EQUIPMENT ¢ 


WELL DO JUST 
THAT IF WE MANE To’ 
TELL THE MEN TO 
TIGHTEN THEIR BELTS — 
AND HIF EVERY 
KRAUT THAT SHOWS 
HIS HEAD 7 
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BRITISH TROOPS WERE MOVED | “SAINT COBENZ— 
DOWN FROM THE NORTH TO if RIGHT HERE’ WE 
MEET THE THREAT TO THE WHOLE! / MOVE TONIGHT, WITH 
FRONT. ON THE 22N0, "FORT | | SUPPLIES FOR THE 
GEORGE DAY", THE LENSTE! \ 

RANGERS RECEIVED THEIR 


YOU KNOW — 
IT’S ALMOST AS. 
IF THEY CHOSE US 
* el ESPECIALLY | FoR A 


NEITHER HAD HEARD THE INNER 
DOOR OPEN. THEY JUMPED AS THE 
HARSH VOICE OF COLONEL NEAMES 


ALWAYS THE 


ABOUT 
ANYTHING / 


DO’ ONLY 7A/S 
TIME, THE RANGERS 

ILL BE RELIEVING THE 
YANKS, NOT FIGHTING 'EM/ 





Fire-Fignt 


FLOYD TRIED, AS HE HAD atin 
DONE FOR MONTHS WITH E. 
INFINITE PATIENCE, TO 

KEEP UP THE PRETENCE 

THAT THIS MAN WHOSE | 

NERVES HAD BEEN.SHOT! 

TO RIBBONS, WAS STILL | 


1 THOUGHT YOU a YANKS 2 

WERE ASLEEP, SIR’ WE i FS LET THEM FIGHT 
HAVE TO STRIKE SOUTH Mes ae ° ‘ THEIR OWN BATTLES’ 
TONIGHT — TO BREAK A at 

STRANGLE-HOLD ON SAINT 

COBENZ. THE YANKS 

THERE ARE DESPERATE 
; FOR SUPPLIES. 


AT THAT TENSE MOMENT, THE TELEPHONE BELL RANG. 


5 HE DOES, EH? ~ 


1's THE 
: ( RIGHT = I'LL TELL 


t ie No. you WON'T? 
By MAJOR, YOU GO —SAY 
\ me) THE COLONEL'S Sick OR 


SOMETHING. !'Ll DEAL 
WITH THIS END / 





38 Fire-Fight 


= oe 


iv 4 THIS IS, 
Zz fe —— 5 
j “ 


’ > ‘As 





PICNIC IS OVER — AND 
THEN YOU CAN GO~ 
HOSPITAL 7 : 


SY NEAMES' REFLEXES WERE 
AS FAST AS EVER THEY WERE... 





Fire-Fight 


ALTHOUGH DAZED, DONOVAN HAD 
SENSE ENOUGH TO KNOW WHAT 
TO DO—HE SNATCHED OUT HIS 
REVOLVER —- AND FIRED “ 


COLONEL / 
STOP RIGHT 
THERE.’ OR, BY 
HEAVENS, ILL 





‘JINSTANTLY, THE COLONEL COWERED 
BACK AS THE SOUND OF THE SHOT 
REVERBERATED ROUND THE ROOM. 


CAN'T STAND 
SHOOTING / 


DONOVAN TRIEO TO CALM 


THE QUIVERING MAN. 


LOOK= I'M SORRY IS | 
HAD TO DO THAT / BUT 
IT PROVES MY POINT. 


REPUTATION OF Sat 
THE REGIMENT. 


39 














HARD ALL DAY TO PREPARE 
FOR THE NIGHT'S MISSION, 
NNEAMES HAD KEPT TO HIS 


Chapter 3. The Fighting Man 


WHILE THE RANGERS WORKED 


Fire-Fight 





1 CALLED IN ~~ XE? 

TO TELL YOU WE WILL 

BE MOVING OFF SOON, \Y, 
H SIR. STAY HERE UNTIL iy 
Roig WE GET BACK AND! WILL)’ (/ 
ARRANGE FOR youR / /_/ 
ADMISSION TO 

HOSPITAL. 


NEAMES SEEMED TO HAVE LOST ALL INTEREST UNTIL THE ADJUTANT SPOKE fe 


THE AGE-OLD CEREMONY. 


HOLDING A ‘FORT 
GEORGE’ DINNER IN 
THE MESS, BUT I'LL 
HAVE SOME FOOD / 
SENT IN HERE FOR / 








SIT AT THE HEAD 
OF THE TABLE~ 
AS LONG AS | 
CAN. IT MAY 
» BE THE LAST 
TIME. 


_Fire-Fight 


THERE WAS NO OBJECTION FROM NEAMES THIS YEAR. INDEED, HE WENT 
THROUGH HIS PART OF a, oA CEREMONY AS EACH OFFICER CAME FORWARD 





9) Fire-Fight 


SOON oi HAD LEFT} 
EAD THEIR . | a \Y rLl TAKE 
COMPANIES AND | : : THIS, SIR— 
PLATOONS TO THE | 

RELIEF OF ST. COBENZ. 


DONOVAN WAS. 
THE LAST. wal* 3 4 : oe 
emer A ¢ /. NO-NOT 
‘ile : : ; / THIS TIME’ *- 
" : ? ‘ BF / THE FIRST FORT 
; : 4 ; Sl | GEORGE OA IT Was 

























CARRIED THE BOX INTO ACTION. BUT | 


[CERTAINLY COLONEL MULVANY HAD _ 
HE HAD BEEN A FIGHTING MAN 7} 









WO TPR ER Ss 
BUT YOU'RE ~ ate aN 
NOT GOING WITH \ **! ie 
US / IT IS MY 
RESPONSIBILITY, 
ST COLONEL// 
SS a os 


gf Be 















DONOVAN, 
"VE HAD ALL DAY 
TO THINK THIS ONE 
{ OUT. IVE GOT TOGIVE 
MYSELF ONE-MORE: 
CHANCE“ MAYBE THE 
SNUFF-BOX WILL 
HELP ME NOW— _. 











Fire-Fight 


DONOVAN REMEMBERED HOW NEAMES \ 
HAD FEARLESSLY STORMED THE 
EACHES IN NORMANDY. THE C.O. HAD 
MED TO KNOW WHAT FEAR WAS 


| 

NOT SEE 

UNTIL THE-MORTAR BOMBS AND 
PIERCED HIS INNER DEFENCES. | 





| LU 

| DELIGHTED IF 
\ YWADE Ir” } ‘A 
meas ee foe 





SO MULVANY'S SNUFF-BOX 
WENT TO BATTLE AGAIN 
IN THE POCKET OF A 
COMMANDING OFFICER OF 









FOUR 


EXTRA! WAR PICTURE LIBRARY 
of the finest 
cel, war picture Sead 


EXTRA Holiday Sp a 
ever publis 


EXTRA! NOW ON SALE 
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TT WAS MIDNIGHT WHEN THEY 
REACHED THEIR OBJECT! 


VE. 
SOME OF THE RANGERS HAD 


Fire-Fight 


THE ™ 
RANGERS / 


af WE'LL GET 
BEEN BATTLING FOR AN HOUR \ THROUGH Hs } 
BEFORE THEY ARRIVED. i 


TIME / 


AS IN MUCH OF THE ARDENNES, THE ROADI 
CUT THROUGH THE HILL, MAKIN 


GA 
WONDERFUL DEFENSIVE SITE FOR THE 
GERMANS, WHO HAD SITED THEIR MACHINE 
GUN POSTS WITH SKILL ANO EFFICIENCY. 





Fire-Fight 45 


ae 
[Te BRITISH MORTARS HAD BEEN BLANKETING THE GERMAN POSITIONS FOR 
FIFTEEN MINUTES, BUT IT SEEMED, IN VAIN. FOR WHEN THE RANGERS 
FUSILLADE GREETED THEM. 


[ATTACKED AGAIN, A fe) 


y THEY'RE 

STILL IN ACTION’ § ¥ 
TAKE COVER, MEN/ § 
WORK YOUR WAY 


IT’S NO GOOD. 
MAJOR / THE MORTARS 
COULDN'T HAVE TOUCHED ARMOUR IF THEY COULD 
THOSE KRAUTS / IT'LL HAVE SPARED ANY. 
NEED ARMOUR TO GET INSTEAD, THEY GAVE 
THROUGH THERE / THE JO6 TO US. P 


a 





i 
FLOYD STARED. THE UNEXPECTED ARRIVAL OF THE COLONEL WAS AS 
REMARKABLE AS THE NEW CONFIDENT NOTE IN HIS VOICE. iS 


ee 


Sif 


WHAT'S y WE'RE HELD 
THE POSITION ‘ uP MACHINE 
HERE ? GUN POSTS AT THE 
a BASE OF THE HiLL, 
SIR. THERE'S NO 


NEAMES, DEFINITELY IN CHARGE YET DONOVAN COULD NOT 2€ SURE. 

AGAIN, TOOK SAILEY FORWARD TO WERE THE SIGNS OF STRAIN 

RECCE THE SITUATION HIMSELF. DEEPENING ON THE COLONE.'S FACE 
—— a WHEN HE RETURNEO ? 


YOU'VE BEEN 
MORTARING TOO FAR 


TOGETHER. (LL LEAD Fs 


* ITS AVS IDEA. HE 

THINKS IF HE CAN SURVIVE 
ONE MORE EXPERIENCE 
UNDER FIRE, HE CAN MAKE 
A COMPLETE RECOVERY, 4 

LET'S HOPE HE DOES’ 





Fire-Fight 47 


THEY LOADED THE MORTARS AND BOMBS INTO 
THE BACK OF A TRUCK. NEAMES WAS 
TALKING FAST, AS IF To STOP HIMSELF THINKING... 





eo 
NO, I'LL DRIVE 
Y MYSELF “ NO USE 


RISKING MORE LIVES 

THAN NECESSARY. ILL 

TAKE THESE GRENADES. 
THEY MAY COME IN 


SNUFF-BOX WILL woh aS, 
A LUCKY CHARM, 


THE CO GRIPPED THE WHEEL 

LIKE A VICE, HIS FOOT HARD 

DOWN ON THE ACCELERATOR. 
= —s 


IF WE CAN 
GET WITHIN FIVE 
HUNDRED YARDS, 
SIR, WE COULD GET 


AAL RIGHT, 
CORPORAL. FIVE 
HUNDRED YARDS 

Ir is/ 





48 Fire-Fight 
AS THEY OROVE NEARER TO THE GERMAN POSITIONS, THE CONSTRICTION ON 
WF "A 





NEAMES’ HEART TIGHTENED. 


SUDDENLY THE BULLETS BEGAN TO 
COME AT THEM. ONE SMASHED 
INTO THE WINDSCREEN. OTHERS 
RICOCHETED OFF THE BONNET. 
NEAMES CHOKED BACK A CRY AS 
HE JAMMED ON THE BRAKE... 





WE’RE IN 

THEIR RANGE’ 

PULL OFF THE 
ROAD, SIR “ 


Fire-Fight 


THE WHINE AND CRACK OF THE BULLETS WAS LIKE A DISCORDANT 
SYMPHONY DRUMMING INTO NEAMES’ BRAIN. HE HAD TO GET our’ 


of fe iit 
‘Som tA 


1 / WERE GOING 
“= BACK’ IT'S TOO 
\ DANGEROUS“ / 


HE BEGAN TO SWING THE TRUCK 
ROUND —- BUT ITS WHEELS SLID INTO 
A DITCH AND IT LURCHED VIOLENTLY... 


‘. 





50 Fire-Fight 


[NEAMES WAS THROWN CLEAR. HE 
|; SCRAMBLED TO HIS FEET AND BEGAN 
TO RUN, WILOLY ~ ANYWHERE,TO ‘ 
ESCAPE a BULLETS ZIPPING ALL 


(A: 50UT_ HIM... [7 } ay 

















4 THEY'LL 
(KILL ME’ THEY'LO 
KILL ME / 


HE FINALLY SANK TO THE GROUND HE HAD GONE FAR OFF THE ROAD. 
FROM SHEER LACK OF BREATH. AS HE] |AHEAD OF HIM HE COULD SEE THE 
LAY IN THE SNOW, THE hg OF CLIFF-LIKE HILL. UP THERE IT WOULD BE 
HIS FAILURE SURGED. OVER HIM. SILENT- THERE WOULD BE NO BULLETS— 


NO SHELLS TO TORTURE HIS NERVES. 


I'M FINISHED / 
!'M NO GOOD / 1 CAN'T 
GO ON / 


HE WAS SWEATING BY THE TIME HE 
REACHED THE FOOT OF THE HILL. A 
WEAKER-BODIED MAN COULD NOT -/4; 
HAVE GONE ON. BUT ADRIAN i 
NEAMES DID NOT LACK BODILY 


THE HILLS OF ST. COBENZ HAD MADE DIFFICULT|, @ 
ROCK-CLIMBS FOR EXPERIENCEO CLIMBERS IN | gs 
PRE-WAR SUMMER DAYS. NOW, IN WINTER f 
AND AT NIGHT, THE CLIMS WAS ALMOST 
SUICIDAL / TWICE HE FELL, SCRABBLED FOR 

A HANDHOLD AND RECOVERED... 





52 Fire-Fight 





BLEEDING. IT SEEMED YERY 
PEACEFUL UP THERE... 


DQWN BELOW, CAPTAIN DONOVAN 
WAS. LEADING A DESPERATE 
ATTEMPT TO REACH THE INJURED i 
MORTAR-CREWS IN THE WRECKED [2 Z J HEADS DOWN. RIGHT— A 
Fh aes FOLLOW: ME AT THE 
a3, DOUBLE / 





Fite-Fight 


THE SCHMEISSERS’ CHATTERING STOPPED AS THE THE VEHICLE, 
ENABLING THEM TO GET IN ITS SHELTER. . ] TAT HN N 
EE aT, a i) 


ae 
C4 





Fire-Fight 


THE GERMANS WERE TOYING WITH THEM. AS THE aarernat LEFT THE SHELTER 
Jil Bt THE SHOTS BEGAN TO DIG INTO THE SNOW ALL ABOUT THEM 
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THE BATTLE BELOW HAD SEEMED SO THE PAIN SEARED INTO HIM. YE> HE 
REMOTE TO ADRIAN NEAMES. HE FELT FELT NO TERROR, NO NERVE-TINGLING 


NO PANIC THERE ON THE MOUNTAIN TOP FEAR. THE TIME FOR THAT WAS OVER... 
OUT OF THE LINE OF FIRE. HE WAS ABOUT! 2 


pTC TOSS A GRENADE DOWN WHEN THE 
GERMANS SWUNG THEIR GUNS UP AT 





THE GRENADES’ : : 
I'VE GOT TO THROW : 
THE GRENADES--- 


SLOWLY, PAINFULLY, HE DRAGGED HIMSELF TO THE BRINK = ~ ANO THE MOMENT: 
WAS SEEN FROM BELOW. 


FEUER a 
FEUER“, 


Fire-Fight 


RED-HOT LEAO SLUGGED INTO HIS. BODY. 
BUT HE WAS PAST FEELING, FAR PAST 
CARING. ONLY A MAN OF EXCEPTIONAL 
STRENGTH COULD HAVE HURLED THE 
GRENADE — AND AS IT WENT, HE 
TOPPLED OVER WITH IT... 


f 


WITH. THOSE OF THE eo : 
aanedres rene HE MUST “ee Uy. / HIS NERVES WERE 
= HAVE CLIMBED E vc SHOT UP, THAT'S ALL. 
THAT CLIFF — j 44 HE HAO: WHAT IT 
HEAVEN KNOWS BX TAKES ALL THE 
HOW.’ AND | ° 





THROUGH THE GAP, THE RANGERS MADE SHORT WORK OF THE REMAINING 
GERMAN RESISTANCE. SOON THE SUPPLY TRUCKS WERE ROLLING INTO ST. COBENZ. 





P GEE’ WE'RE 
SURE GLAD TO 
: SEE YOU GUYS.’ I'M 
a DOWN TO CHEWING 
MY BOOTS/ 


: Wm «=[DONOVAN LOOKED DOWN AT THE SILVER 
1 THOUGHT THIS eas = |SNUFF-BOX HE HAD TAKEN FROM THE 

PLACE WAS GOING TO am §=|POCKET OF ADRIAN NEAMES. ONE OF 
BE MIGHTY HARD TO M® |THE BULLETS HAD GONE RIGHT THROUGH 
TAKE FROM THE WEST. TT... AN mas 

LOSE MANY OFFICERS a Wire —— 

AND MEN 2 : ing 
YES—HE WAS AS 

BIG A MAN AS THE ORIGINAL 

{ OWNER OF THIS SNUFF-B0x.7 


a Be ne cae 


OFFICER. YOU COULD 
CALL HIM A MAN, 
TOO / 





58 Fire-Fight 


THE LENSTER RANGERS STILL OBSERVE * ‘GRT GEORGE DAY’. te Ona 



















GENTLEMEN— 
| GIVE YOU- 
FORT GEORGE 
AND SAINT 
COBENZ / 


— = i a 
—ANO THE BULLET-HOLE STILL REMAINS IN MULVANY’S 
ISNUFF-BOX. IT WILL NEVER BE REPAIRED / 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS...ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 202—THE IRON CROSS 


Led by a man they hated, the seven No matter what uniform he wore, 
men in the lonely strongpoint faced the mysterious officer was a SOLDIER 
the Japanese horde. —first, last and all the time. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 203—-UNDER TWO FLAGS 
Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
2nd August, are :— , 
No, 204—FLYING COLUMN No. 206—THE LONG MARCH 
No. 205—J UMP TO GLORY No. 207—BE TOUGH, 
BE CUNNING 





YOU GET 116 
ALL DIFFERENT 
GENUINE STAMPS 


including: MONACO—Lourdes diamond snape: 
GERMANY — Sputnik; RED CHINA — Liberation: 
ALBANIA — 1921 Revolution (3); LATVIA — Airman; 
CZECH—Stralin: ESTONIA—Nazi Issue: ALLIED MILITARY 
GOV'T; ISRAEL: ARGENTINA and dozens of other 
fascinating and unusual stamps from all over the world. 
You also get: 38 stamp size Flags of the Nations to dress 
up your album! Planec Mail and Boy Scout Souvenir sheets! 
FREE! Complete set of 4 facsimiles of the historic Suez 
Canal Co. stamps. Issued 92 years ago—withdrawn within 
t month. Originals sell for up to €50 each ac auction! 
GRAND TOTAL 208 DIFFERENT ITEMS. USUALLY 
6/6. ALL FOR 1 /- TO INTRODUCE OUR BARGAIN 
APPROVALS. (APPROVALS ARE STAMPS SENT TO 
YOU FOR FREE INSPECTION. BUY WHAT YOU WANT. 
RETURN THE REST IN 1/4 DAYS.) 
Money back if not 100°, delighted 


SEND NAME AND ADDRESS AND I/- ASK 
FOR LOTP.23 OR MAIL COUPON TODAY 


3 ey if y : 


TO: BROADWAY APPROVALS 


50, DENMARK HILL, 
LONDON, S.E.5. 


enclose | -. Rush me tne comptete collection of 


different itemsinclu sthe 45 


con of bargain apr 








(Please prin 


BROADWAY. APPROVAL 


#2 facsimiles 
for free ie 





